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ABSTRACT: The lack of efficient, low-cost, distributed energy
collection methods is a vital factor restricting the application of
the Internet of Things (I0T) in smart agriculture. This paper
proposes a method based on triboelectric nanogenerator and
electromagnetic generator to realize self-powered IoT nodes
and self-powered sensors at the same time. An energy
harvesting and sensing device based on electromagnetic- ; s
triboelectric hybrid generator (ES-ETHG) is designed. The i
peak power of ES-ETHG is 32.4 mW, which can supply power
to IoT nodes for a long time with power management circuits.
In addition, ES-ETHG can critically measure wind speed and
wind level within the range of 3—15 m/s, and accurately detect
wind direction within 2 s. Furthermore, the self-powered
distributed weather sensing system based on ES-ETHG is developed to realize the remote collection of wind speed, wind
direction, temperature, and humidity. This work proposes a solution for developing self-powered IoT and sensor in the field of
smart agriculture.
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mart agriculture plays an irreplaceable role in modern

society. Long-term, real-time, and accurate agricultural

information sensing technology is a prerequisite for the
realization of smart agriculture.' ™ Traditional agricultural
sensing relies on weather stations, manual sensing, and fixed
monitoring points. Because of human resource constraints and
few sampling points, accurate sensing cannot be achieved.*
Recent improvements in the Internet of Things (IoT) provide
opportunities for smart agriculture.”® Massive IoT nodes can
provide sensor networks for agricultural production. Tradi-
tional IoT nodes rely on cables, batteries, or solar energy.7
However, cable installation and maintenance are inconvenient,
replacing batteries wastes human resources, discarded batteries
cause environmental pollution, and solar energy cannot work
around the clock. At the same time, agricultural production is
sensitive to the price of IoT nodes. Therefore, a cheaper self-
powered solution for IoT nodes is a major challenge for smart
agricultural sensor networks nowadays.

For IoT nodes, realizing self-powered nodes requires that
the average power collection is greater than the average power
consumption. Collecting energy from the surrounding environ-
ment, such as wind energy,g_ ! water energy,u_14 and storing
energy in energy storage, to supply IoT nodes is the
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furthermost likely way to achieve self-powered IoT
nodes.">'® Besides, the power is mainly consumed by various
sensors and signal processing devices. the replacement of active
sensors by self-powered sensors can reduce the power
consumption of IoT nodes.”” In 2012, a triboelectric
nanogenerator (TENG) with high voltage, high energy
conversion efficiency, and low cost was proposed by Wang’s
group, which attracted widespread attention in the fields of
energy harvesting and self-powered sensing.'®~>* On the basis
of the coupling of triboelectrification effect and electrostatic
induction, TENG can convert various weak mechanical energy
into electrical energy so they can be used as highly sensitive
self-powered sensors to monitor various mechanical move-
ments>> ™2 including rotation,® touching,29 sliding,30 vibra-
tions,”" and so on. The electromagnetic generator (EMG)
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Figure 1. Structural design of sensing unit for ES-ETHG. (a) Schematic configuration of ES-ETHG. (b) Schematic diagram of (i) EMG and
(ii) TENG. (c) Photograph of ES-ETHG device. (d) Rotor and stator of TENG. (e) Rotor and stator of EMG.

based on the principle of electromagnetic induction is a device
that converts the work done by power into electrical
energy.”>** It holds the characteristics of a large current and
stable output. In previous studies, TENG and EMG have been
proposed for self-powered IoT nodes.”” " However, they are
not suitable for simultaneous energy harvesting due to the
considerable power difference between the two. For self-
powered IoT nodes, it is important to increase the collected
energy and minimize the power of the sensor as possible.
Therefore, a comprehensive strategy is urgently required to
suitably combine TENG and EMG to extend the working time
of IoT nodes.

Here, a method of using TENG and EMG as both energy
harvesting devices and self-powered sensors to realize the self-
powered IoT nodes and sensors is proposed. On the basis of
this approach, an energy harvesting and sensing device based
on an electromagnetic—triboelectric hybrid generator (ES-
ETHG) is designed to collect wind energy and act as a wind
speed and wind direction self-powered sensor. The peak power
of ES-ETHG is 32.4 mW, which can provide a stable power
supply for a microcontroller unit (MCU) and a temperature
and humidity sensor (THS) combined with energy manage-
ment circuits. ES-ETHG can measure wind speed in the range
of 3—15 m/s through signal frequency. The wind direction
information is obtained by analyzing the signal of TENG
within 2 s. A self-powered distributed weather sensing system
(SDWS) was further developed for smart agriculture to realize
meteorological information collection and wireless trans-
mission. SDWS can be flexibly installed in complex terrain
without additional cables or batteries. Therefore, this method
has reference value for the design and development of IoT
nodes. ES-ETHG provides a possibility for IoT nodes and self-

powered sensing, making IoT and agriculture more intelligent
and efficient.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Structural Design and Operation Principle. Figure 1a
shows that ES-ETHG is assembled from two parts, EMG and
TENG. The EMG part consists of a stator and a rotor Figure
1b(i). The stator is composed of four coils with a diameter of
35 mm. The difference between two adjacent coils is 90°. The
coils are fixed on an acrylic plate with grooves. The acrylic
plate is fixed on the shell by screws to facilitate replacement
and decrease maintenance. The rotor is composed of an acrylic
plate with four magnets of the same polarity. It is fixed on the
shaft by screws and keys. The shaft of the EMG part is
connected to the wind scoop so that it can rotate with the wind
scoop. The TENG part is composed of a stator and a rotor
[Figure 1b(ii)]. The stator is the content of three laminations:
a cut acrylic disc serves as the bottom support layer, three
copper foil sectors as the energization layer, and finally, a 0.13
mm thick polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) film covered the
copper foil. The rotor is an acrylic disc, covered with a
collection of separated copper foil sectors arranged radially.
The schematic flowchart of manufacturing ES-ETHG is shown
in Figure SI1. To better describe the inner construction of the
sensor, the overall structure of the ES-ETHG unit is shown in
Figure lc, while the stator and rotor structures of the TENG
part and EMG part are shown in Figure 1d and e.

The EMG part is based on the principle of electromagnetic
induction, which generates periodic alternating current (AC)
due to the periodic change of magnetic flux. In Figure 2a, the
coil is located between the two magnets, and there is no
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Figure 2. Working mechanism and potential distribution simulation of ES-ETHG. (a) Simulated distribution of magnetic induction lines of
EMG and the direction of coil induced current at four typical situations. (b) Magnetic flux distribution of the cylindrical magnet in the EMG
is simulated by COMSOL. (c) Operating principle and (d) potential distribution of TENG in four different states is simulated.

change in magnetic flux, so the induced current is zero (step
(i)). When the magnet rotates around the axis, as the
separation distance between the coil and the magnet decreases,
the magnetic flux in the coil increases, generating an induced
current in the circular copper coil. During the approach, the
current continues to flow until the magnet and coil are
perfectly aligned (step (ii)). As the movement continues, the
separation distance between the coil and the magnet increases,
and the magnetic flux in the coil decreases, thereby generating
a back-induced current (step (iii)). Then the rotor continues
to rotate to reach a position where the magnetic flux does not
change, and there is no induced current in the coil (step (iv)).
With continuous rotational movement, EMG generates
continuous alternating current. In addition, the finite element
study of the magnetic field of cylindrical magnets is carried out
using COMSOL (COMSOL Multiphysics 5.6). The magnetic
flux density distribution in the vertical direction at the center of
magnet is obtained. Figure 2b(i) shows the simulated
distribution of magnetic flux density of a cylindrical magnet.
To optimize the electrical output of EMG, the magnetic flux
density relative to the longitudinal distance of magnet is
graphed [Figure 2b(ii)]. The simulation outcomes show that
the magnetic flux density decreases as the distance from the

magnet increases, which significantly affects the output of
EMG. Similarly, the experimental findings also show the same
trend (Figure S2). Therefore, the coil should be fixed as close
as possible to the magnet to improve the output performance
of EMG. In Figure 2, the copper forms three concentric grid-
like copper rings on the acrylic disk, and the three rings form a
TENG with three sensing channels (step (i)). Because of the
huge discrepancy in triboelectricity, PTFE obtains electrons
from grid-like copper and exhibits negative electricity, and grid-
like copper and PTFE have the same number of different
charges on their surfaces. The negative electrons are evenly
distributed on the PTFE membrane and can be kept for a long
time. Because of electrostatic induction, the negative charge on
the copper electrode reaches the maximum when the copper
sector is aligned with PTFE (step (ii)). As the rotor rotates,
the copper sector gradually moves away from the PTFE, and
more positive charges will accumulate on the electrode surface
to shield the negative charges on the PTFE (step (iii)). When
the PTFE faces the blank on the rotor, the negative charge on
the PTFE will be completely shielded from the induced
positive charge on the electrode surface, thereby achieving
electrostatic balance (step (iv)). Once the electrodes begin to
approach the grid-like copper surface, electrostatic balance is
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Figure 3. EMG part performance tests. (a) Schematic diagram of EMG. (b) V¢ and (c) Is¢ of changing magnet number. (d) Vo and (e) Igc
of EMG at different rotating speeds. (f) Voltage, current, and the peak power density of EMG change with different load resistance (300
rpm). (g) Original signal of EMG collected within 2 s and (h) result of FFT analysis on it. (i) Relationship among the signal frequency and

wind speed.

achieved. Positive charges will flow out of the electrodes,
creating a reverse current (step (v)). The periodic potential
difference drives the electron flow along the ground and the
electrode to neutralize the potential difference, thereby
generating AC output voltage. To further study the theory of
TENG, a finite element simulation of TENG is carried out
using COMSOL (Figure 2d). The four-state potential
distribution between copper and PTFE film is calculated.
Performances. Using a stepping motor as an excitation
source to study the output characteristics of EMG, Figure 3a
shows a schematic diagram of EMG part of ES-ETHG. Under
the same rotating speed (300 rpm), the effect of the sum of
magnets on open-circuit voltage (Voc) and short-circuit
current (Igc) is confirmed in Figure 3b and c. As the number
of magnets increases, the V¢ and Ic of EMG increase. When
numbers of magnets reach 4, the Vo and Ic will reach 16 V
and 7.1 mA, respectively. In Figure S3, the output performance
of coils in series and parallel is studied, with parallel connection
proving easier to achieve high voltage at low speed. Figure 3d
and e illustrate that the output performance of EMG increases
with the increase in speed; as the speed increases from 50 to
500 rpm, V increases from 3 to 27 V, and Iy increases from
1.4 mA to 11.6 mA. The stability of EMG is tested, and there is
no significant performance degradation of EMG after 6 h
(Figure S4a). The performance of EMG can be studied in
actual work, and the V¢, Isc, and peak power are tested under
different load resistance. The V¢ increases and the Igc
decreases as the load resistance increases. When the load
resistance is 2 k€2, the maximum peak power is 32.4 mW
(Figure 3f). The number of cycles of the electrical signal at the
same time increases as the speed increases. Take the voltage

signal within 2 s at 300 rpm as an example (Figure 3g). Fast
Fourier transform (FFT) calculation is performed on the
voltage signal to accurately obtain the frequency of the voltage
waveform (Figure 3h). FFT calculation is performed on
voltage signals of different speeds, and the corresponding
frequency information is obtained, respectively. As the speed
increases, the frequency of the voltage signal also increases, so
it can be used to describe the speed information. With the
wind speed increasing from 3 to 15 m/s, the frequency of
voltage increases from 2.2 to 62.1 Hz. The result demonstrates
that the frequency of EMG increases almost linearly as the
wind speed increases (Figure 3i). This excellent linear
relationship illustrates that EMG can be invoked as a wind
speed sensor to accurately measure the size of the wind speed.

To illustrate the capability of TENG-based wind direction
sensor, the voltage output performance of the three electrodes
at the same rotating speed is measured. Using a stepping motor
to replace the wind vane, the speed was reduced by a speed of
1 rpm, and the voltage signals of three channels were obtained
(Figure 4a). In Figure 4b, the peak V¢ of the three channels
reached 5, 9, and 13 V, respectively. The three electrodes show
a similar voltage waveform. When the electrodes move from
the blank position to the copper foil position, V¢ increases in
a positive direction. Then V¢ has a maximum value when the
electrode and the copper foil are directly facing each other.
When the electrode is entirely separated from the copper foil,
Voc has a minimum value. Therefore, when the electrode is in
the position where the copper foil is installed on the grid, the
voltage appears to change waveform periodically. When the
electrode is completely separated from the grid-like copper foil,
Voc drops by a large margin. Because the angular velocity of
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the three channels is the same one and the radius increases in
turn, the electrode area increases in turn leading to a rising
trend of V¢ of the three channels. As shown in Figure 4c, the
peak currents of the three channels are 34 nA, 100 nA, and 164
nA, respectively. Igc of the three channels will only be
generated when the electrodes pass through the grid-like
copper foil. To test the performance of the electrode at
different rotating speeds, V¢ remains at about 7.5 V
unchanged (Figure 4d), and the peak current magnitude
increases from 100 nA to 270 nA as the speed increases
(Figure 4e). The value of Iy depends on the amount of charge
transferred per unit time, which is determined by the area of
electrode. The magnitude of Iy depends on the amount of the
transferred charge per cycle. When the amount of transferred
charge is unchanged, the faster the speed, the greater the
current. The TENG demonstrates excellent output stability in
a 3 h durability test (Figure S4b). When using an MCU, the
internal resistance of the MCU is smaller than the internal
resistance of the electrometer, and the TENG signal cannot be
accurately measured, so three signal amplifiers (AD620) are
used to translate the origin signal [Figure 4f(i)] into a square
wave-like waveform [Figure 4f(ii)] for signal processing and
analysis by MCU.

Wind direction is an important aspect of wind information.
The application of TENG in self-powered wind sensor is
demonstrated in Figure 5. Modern wind vanes are usually
simple arrows. Here, a small flag is fixed at the tail of arrow.
The wind vanes sway near the direction of the wind due to the
oscillation under wind of the flexible flag. The three channels
in the TENG generate electrical signals when the swing is
transmitted to the TENG through the rotating shaft. Each
time, the voltage waveforms of the three channels in the past 2
s are recorded by MCU. When electrodes move between the
interdigital electrodes, the output signal will have a peak
voltage greater than the threshold voltage of 1.5 V, which can

be recorded as “1”. When the peak voltage is less than the
threshold voltage, it is recorded as “0”. The voltage information
on the three channels can represent 8 wind directions after
being encoded by Gray code (Figure Sa—h, Table S1). In
Figure Sb, the peak voltage of each channel is less than the
threshold voltage. It links to the code “000”. The
corresponding AC voltages of the three channels can be
recorded in one cycle at the same time when the wind vane
rotates clockwise (Figure SS). The results show that TENG
can effectively sense wind direction through signal processing
and coding of voltage peaks.

An appropriate circuit is designed to SDWS for smart
agriculture in Figure 6a. First, the electric energy of ES-ETHG
is rectified and stabilized by the power management circuit and
then stored in the capacitor or battery (Figure 6b). The
original electrical signal is converted into direct current
through full-bridge rectification, and then the high voltage
signal is filtered through the Zener diode to stabilize the
voltage of the farad capacitor at 5.26 V, avoiding the high
voltage from causing damage to the electronic components
(Figure S6). The power management circuit and signal
processing unit are connected with EMG in parallel. The
signal of TENG is directly received by the low-power MCU
(STM32F103) after passing the amplifier and then, to ensure
the normal operation of the system, an energy storage unit, an
external timer (TPLS110), and an MCU. MCU is in charge of
measuring, processing information, and wireless transmission
in the system. The external timer is responsible for controlling
the capacitor or battery to supply power to the MCU at fixed
intervals. That said, the EMG can store irregular wind energy
to provide adequate power when MCU is working. First, the
supercapacitor was charged to 5.26 V by EMG at a rotating
speed of 300 rpm (Figure 6¢c). Subsequently, the external timer
is utilized to control the stored energy to supply power to the
test system through the switch S;, and the information is
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Figure 7. Demonstration of SDWS. (a) Conceptual diagram of SDWS. (b) Signal is transmitted through the Bluetooth module. (c) Remote
weather monitoring demonstration program running panel. (d) SDWS is installed on the edge of farmland and (e) demonstrates weather

monitoring.

transmitted wirelessly through Bluetooth communication after
the measurement is completed. After the transmission is
completed, the MCU will send a high level to the external
timer to turn off the power supply through switch S,. In a
working cycle including acquisition and transmission, the
supercapacitor discharges to about 5.20 V in about 6 s (Figure
6d). During the operation of a functional unit, the stored
energy of supercapacitor is reduced by approximately 1.14%.
Compared with the initial charge cycle, the additional charge
cycle takes about 4 min to fully charge the capacitor. While the
EMG signal is charged to the capacitor through the power
management circuit, the original signal is calculated by the
MCU at the same time.

Demonstration. The SDWS can be used to collect real-
time weather information in farmland such as wind speed,
wind direction, temperature, humidity, and so on (Figure 7a).
Figure 7b shows the overall system diagram integrated with the
remote information transmission module. The system is
primarily composed of a computer, MCU, and signal amplifier.
To receive the SDWS signal, a Bluetooth transmitter is used,
and a desktop smart agricultural meteorological collection
program is developed based on LabVIEW (Figure 7c). The
program can display the wind speed and direction in real time
and calculate the wind speed rating based on the wind speed
value. Real-time wind speed monitoring can remind producers
to take preventive measures to prevent crop losses in a windy
environment, which is of positive significance to agricultural

production. The system can also receive real-time temperature
and humidity information from SDWS and plot the temper-
ature and humidity information into a spreadsheet for
historical tracking of temperature and humidity (Movie S1).
To illustrate the operation of the equipment in the natural
environment, SDWS is fixed on the edge of the farmland for
signal transmission (Figure 7d,e, Movie S2). To investigate the
effect of the harsh outdoor environment on the performance of
the ES-ETHG, the ES-ETHG was placed in a constant
temperature and humidity test chamber for performance
testing at different humidity levels. The ES-ETHG does not
suffer from any degradation in output performance due to
changes in relative humidity between 30 and 90% (Figure S7).
This may be due to the effective isolation of the TENG from
the external environment by the shell. The intelligent
agricultural sensing system based on ES-ETHG provides a
driving force for agricultural production.

CONCLUSIONS

In summary, a method of integrating EMG and TENG in the
IoT node to realize the self-powered IoT nodes and system is
explored. ES-ETHG based on EMG and TENG has been
constructed. EMG is used to collect energy and measure wind
speed as a self-powered sensor. The wind speed has a linear
relationship with the frequency of EMG signal and can
accurately measure wind speed information. Using the TENG-
based direction sensor as a self-powered wind direction sensor
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can reduce the overall power consumption of system. Through
demonstration experiments, the SDWS integrated with an
energy management circuit, a low-power MCU, and a wireless
transmission can measure the wind speed, wind direction,
temperature, and humidity of farmland. It can be arranged in a
complex agricultural production environment freely and
flexibly, without additional cables or batteries. This work is a
feasible approach to solve the power supply of IoT nodes and
sensors. The self-powered IoT sensor network for smart
agriculture provides a solution to make agriculture more
efficient and captivating.

EXPERIMENTAL SECTION

Fabrication of ES-ETHG. ES-ETHG is composed of EMG and
TENG. The shafts, rotors, and stators of EMG and TENG are lathe
machined. Magnets and coils are mounted on the rotor and stator
through acrylic plates. The thickness of the magnet is 3 mm, and the
numbers of coil turns are 2000. The shell is cut out of an acrylic
cylinder. The thickness of PTFE film on the stator electrode of TENG
part is 0.13 mm, and the width of copper foil on the rotor is 10 mm.
The copper foil is pasted on the circular acrylic plate, and the angle
difference between the two copper foils on the grid-like copper is 10°.
The acrylic plate is fixed on the rotor by screws.

Electrical Measurement. A stepper motor (JS718HBS401,
China) is used to drive wind speed sensor and wind direction sensor
when testing different rotating speeds. The electrical output
performance of the ES-ETHG, such as open circuit voltage and
short circuit current testing, is performed by a programmable
electrometer (6514, Keithley, USA). The performance test of ES-
TEHG with different relative humidity is performed in a constant
temperature and humidity test chamber (Y-HF-960L, Yuhang Zhida,
China). In the demonstration, wind speed data and temperature and
humidity information are received and calculated directly by the
MCU (STM32F103, China), and wind direction data are processed
by three signal amplifiers (AD620, China) and then processed by the
MCU. Temperature and humidity information is collected by a THS
(SHT20, China). The signal is transmitted to the computer through
the Bluetooth module (ATK-BLE01, China) and is processed and
recorded by LabVIEW. The photos of the above components are
depicted in Figure S8.
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